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WHEREAS, it has become necessary to enable
manufacturers and exporters, who intend to export
their products through continental, regional, or
bilateral free trade agreements, or unilateral duty-
free trade arrangements, to obtain advance
information regarding the fulfillment of rules of
origin requirements prior to the commencement of
the export process, thereby allowing them to make

informed business decisions:

WHEREAS, it is essential to foster trust between
the exporter and the Commission regarding the
issuance of Certificates of Origin and to
proactively resolve potential disputes through the

provision of Advance Origin Rulings;

WHEREAS, it is deemed necessary to ensure an
efficient customs procedure by eliminating the
need for origin verification at the time of
exportation, provided that an advance ruling has
been issued;

WHEREAS, the system for Advance Rulings on
Rules of Origin is recognized under Article (3) of
the World Trade Organization (WTO) Trade
Facilitation Agreement, and implementing this
system in Ethiopia is vital to align the nation’s

customs operations with international standards;
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NOW, THEREFORE, the Ministry of Revenues,
in accordance with the authority vested in it by
Article 180(2) of the Customs Proclamation No.

859/2006, hereby issues this Directive.

Part One

General Provisions

1.  Short Title

This Directive may be cited as the “Advance

Ruling on Origin Directive No. 1131/2026. "

2. Definitions

In this Directive, unless the context requires
otherwise:

1/ "Advance Ruling on Origin " means
a written legally binding decision on
the country of origin of a product
provided by the commission to a
manufacturer or exporter who seeks to
export goods by utilizing the duty-free
or reduced tariff schemes based on
preferential trade agreements or
unilateral trade agreement signed by
Ethiopia; such request should be

summited to the commission using the
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standard application form before the
actual export of the goods directly by
the exporter or manufacturer, or

through a legal representative.

"Certificate of Origin" means a
certification document issued by the
verification,

Commission,  upon

confirming that a product is

originating in Ethiopia.

"Exporter' means a legal person or

organization that exports goods
outside the country by utilizing the
duty-free or tariff preference
agreements.

"Application Form" means a form
prepared by the Commission, which
the exporter uses to submit a request

for Advance Origin Ruling.

"Applicant'" means an exporter or a
representative who submits a request

for Advance Origin Ruling.

"Advance Origin Ruling

Form' means a form prepared by the
Commission and used to provide an
Advance Ruling on Origin to the

Exporter or manufacturer.

"Free Trade Agreement'" means a
regional, bilateral, or unilateral trade
preference that Ethiopia has ratified to

allow goods to be exported duty-free



8/

9/

10/

11/

12/

PAUTG-RET  ANALPLRT  CUNTETT
MLI° PChAIL D1 318 ogoLALAN
m-::

88 Lblti- TINT (A AEX P 19°4h
hol 7 PS®- oo/l P49 9°LA0G
NS UIC h@ANY QLN ToT -

Az hAMé X/ -0 0ho Ty
Paq av/(\ T 15 hMNé
Y A 1 A% A 11 XE

“hoN?”:- 290 Ph P& e 19°¢h
hoL 07 Y-

“APE”:- AT P19 hPE ETC
859/2006 h'1*1NALLE AT -

(Hv ooaodf PAThAE  PAT AS
VLo NAPE eHANF@3  C19°
LL2HA-::

P49t @Oy 3.

LV ovavldf  hACRE  PhlLooT -

PPLT 19 OFVL NI°I°Y T AaomebI©

oL O UIC N°%Ah- 602 PT AL
U-N 14997 LIPGAN::

3
A" AL G v [
N 1T R, 24,

on P My

[

e

-~ ‘\\" './:)'-, &

or with at reduced duty rates.

8/ "Directorate' means Tariff
Classification and Rules of Origin
Directorate int the Head Office the

Ethiopian Customs Commission.

i ""Appeal Review Office" means the
Appeal Review Directorate in of the
Head Office of the Ethiopian Customs
Commission.

10/

"Commission' means the Ethiopian

Customs Commission.

11/ '"Proclamation" means Customs
Proclamation No. 859/2014 and its

amendments.

12, Words and phrases not defined in this
Directive shall have the meanings
assigned to them in the Proclamation.

Scope of Application

This Directive shall be applicable to all
goods exported abroad utilizing the duty-
free trade agreements ratified by Ethiopia.
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PART TWO

APPLICATION PROCEDURES

Requirements for Application

1/

2/

3/

4/

5/

A request for Advance Origin Ruling
can only be submitted by a
manufacturer, exporter, or
representative who is exporting a
product by utilizing a free trade
agreement.

Where a representative submits the
application, a valid and legally
executed Power of Attorney must be
provided.

Applications shall be submitted using
the form prescribed in Annex-1, either
in hard copy or electronically, in
Ambharic or English.

A request for Advance Ruling on
Origin can only be submitted for one
item at a time.

The applicant must specify the
following in the application form:
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a) the trade agreement under
which the item will be exported
duty-free or at a reduced rate;

b) the destination country of

the 1item;

c) a full description of the item for
which Advance Ruling on
Origin is requested;

d) a list of input raw materials

used to produce the item;

e) a detailed description of the raw
materials and additional
information;

f) the composition of the product or
the production formula.
g/ the manufacturing process of the
item;
h/ the tariff classification numbers
of the product and each input
(raw material);

1/ the country of origin of the raw
materials

J/ Subject to the provisions of the
letter "i" of this sub-section,
those domestically sourced and
imported goods must be listed

separately);

k/ a detailed list of costs incurred
for each inputs;

1/ Product specific Rule (origin
criteria) that the exporter is
expected to meet,

m/ Provided that the requirements
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7/

set forth in this sub-article are
Commission
other

met, the
request

may
necessary
measures as deemed necessary.

6/ The applicant shall submit, along with
the application form, samples of the
product and raw materials inputs, as
necessary, technical explanations and
evidence relating to the inputs like
brochures, catalogues, photographs,

video; laboratory results related to the

documents and

item, and other

explanations that can assist in
accurately determining the country of
origin of the item for which the

request is submitted.

The applicant shall indicate in the
application form any matters they wish
to be treated as confidential in the

Advance Ruling.

8 When submitting the application, the
applicant for Advance Ruling on

Origin must also submit a copy of a

renewed export-business license and

Taxpayer  Identification =~ Number
(TIN).

9/ The applicant for Advance Origin

submit  the

Ruling can only
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the rule of origin criteria is met or not
by identifying the rule of origin
criteria stipulated in the duty-free
agreement under which the item is to
be exported and comparing those with
the manufacturing circumstances and
detailed information provided in the
application.

When the Commission deems that a
documentary investigation is
insufficient to provide the Advance
Ruling, or finds it necessary to
conduct a physical inspection to
observe the product's manufacturing
process, it shall set a date for the
physical inspection and notify the
applicant in writing or electronically.

The applicant must cooperate by
providing the informationrequired by
the origin verification expert on the
scheduled date, facilitating a visit to
the product's factory process, and

providing explanations.

Decision on of Advance Ruling on
Origin

After
investigation for a submitted request to

conducting  the  necessary
Advance Origin Ruling, the Commission
notify its
Advance Origin Ruling Form (Annex-2)

shall decision using the
or electronically to the applicant and all
Customs Branch offices within 30 days
from the date of accepting of complete

application.
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The Commission may extend the period
for notifying the issuance of Advance
Ruling by an additional 15 working days

for the following reasons:

a) When the verification process
requires additional time due to its
complexity;

b) when the applicant
submit the requested additional

fails to

information within the timeframe
specified in Article5 (3),

c) When laboratory results and/or
expert opinion information are
not received in a timely manner.

When the applicant fails to submit the

requested information within the

additional time granted, the
Commission may still issue a decision
based on the information previously
submitted, provided it is sufficient to

render a decision.

Decision-Making Authority

2/

The Commission shall have the
authority to issue an Advance Ruling
on Country of Origin.

Notwithstanding the provisions of
Sub-Article (1) of this Article, the
Commission or the Directorate may,
as it deems necessary, delegate its
the
respective Customs Branch Offices.

power to issue rulings to
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3/ When the manufacturer or exporter
requests a country-of-origin certificate
for the purpose of exporting goods
under a duty-free agreement, he shall
submit the original country of origin
advance information issued by the
Commission to the customs office
where the customs formalities are
carried out, either by mail or

2

electronically.

4/ The Commission or its authorized
shall the
reviewing the

representative issue

certificate upon
preliminary information provided
by the country of origin and
verifying that the goods referred to
in the information are identical to
the goods to be exported under the

duty-free agreement.

Date of Validity

1/ The advance origin ruling shall be valid
for three (3) years from the date of issuance.

2/ The advance origin ruling shall be
binding only on the Commission.

3/ The Commission may use the ruling
as a reference for similar goods.

The Commission may correct,

4/ . : ;
revoke, or annul a ruling at any time

1f issued in error.
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When an issued advance ruling is
revoked or annulled by the
commission, the applicant shall be
notified in writing or electronically
with reasons thereof.

A revoked or annulled ruling shall
cease to have effect from the date of
notification

Subject to the provisions of sub-
article (6), if export procedures have
already commenced before
revocation or annulment, the ruling
shall remain applicable to that export.

9. Grounds for Non-Issuance The
Commission shall refuse to issue
a ruling

1/ Where essential information
required to determine origin
cannot be obtained.

2 where the goods to be

exported are prohibited by
law;

b

where the case is currently
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1/ An Advance Ruling on Origin shall
cease to have binding effect under any
of the following circumstances:

(a) Where the ruling was issued
based or
incomplete

submitted by the applicant;

on incorrect

information

(b)  Where the ruling was issued due
to an administrative or technical
error  committed by

Commission;

the

the

(c) Where ruling becomes
inconsistent  with

amended national legislation or

new or
provisions of a preferential trade
agreement;

(d)  Where the ruling was issued by
an official acting beyond their

delegated authority; or

(e)  Upon the expiry of the validity
period specified in this

Directive.

2/ Where the Commission annuls or

revokes an Advance Ruling

pursuant to Sub-Article (1) of this
Article, it shall immediately notify
the holder of the ruling in writing
or via the authorized electronic
system, the

stating specific
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grounds for the decision.

PART FOUR

11.PROCEDURES FOR ADMINISTRATIVE

11. Phét UIC PLov oolBE @AY hAA AS
Ak AdédLN 1 »~2Co T

1/

2/

3/

4/

TLE avi-No CAmm- PhéT AlC

PLov  ovlB CVHAS  RIKLLINT
L&A °07081% 102 OAbO-

neZaam N15  ¢ehé- ¢S+ o-nT
OAL@D AT A8 L @LIC hhd
N8 L LAt dort:

h18.2L°0T NA V-4

aoMmPP STAN::

Lotk NANDY N15 ¢S AmS P
DAEM7 LAD PA::

Tet hteNo OPLOD PhAd T PE
oo\l N8Rt N7LAMD @AY
AL P& A oALer 040 N15
POhé 5T ONT AlbkZoF Ahe Y-
P 1rI°¢n 18T kg amé
LlntlT ALPCN LTAN:

TEL hde-N@ hhoLhr hld:g he

e e N Oma @A AL Pl
NA®: av2N5®% PPl 1T hihe
Pl @ 99PN LTAN::

REVIEW AND APPEAL

1/

2

3/

4/

Where an applicant seeks an
amendment to an issued Advance
Ruling on Origin, they may submit
a written request for
reconsideration or review to the
Directorate fifteen (15)

working days from the date of

within

receipt of the decision, stating the
specific grounds for the request.

The Directorate shall complete the
and notify the
applicant of its decision within
fifteen (15) working days.

An applicant dissatisfied with the
review decision rendered by the

review process

Directorate may lodge an appeal to
the Appeals Review Directorate of
the Commission within fifteen (15)
working days from the date of
receipt of the review decision.

Where the applicant remains

dissatisfied with the decision issued
by the Appeals Review Directorate
of the Commission, they may
pursue further recourse through the

regular grievance procedures.



nEA AN PART FIVE

AR AR £391PF

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

12. a0l BT NA“1ADP 12. Disclosure of Information
1/ hoQ i Pham Phet UIC P am 1/ ThelCommlssmn shall.org.amze anq keep
the issued advance ruling information on
aolAPTY AT CLn ORY” country of origin in electronic or other
hoo (1P HE hRL-E4 REHA:: appropriate means.
2/ oy Tl enet UIC ¢ gm 2/ Th§ Commission shall maké .the adva.nce
) ruling on country of origin publicly
gl AT WPCCET RS available through the Commission’s
ANLPT AI8.U-9°  P9.aoAnS T website or through an electronic system
. . prepared for this purpose, so that other
U0 wrB.meooIt Nho 0 L4- . o TR
manufacturers, exporters, and all
0 ®g9° Adlu- TNAe N-FHOE concerned parties may use it.
AT H&  AUVHN 24
£LCI6N::
3/ 3/ The Commission shall not disclose

ha‘L'ﬁ"‘ ’P.f’(") ?‘QJ&H‘G)' ﬂ‘"l.ﬂ’]‘c
7\'}"?!..?11{\'7‘ ?m(r)a‘]:r-a)_’) ”D(.:"..}U‘-F
£4. hPLCA9°::

information that the applicant has

indicated should be kept confidential.

13.  PNét UIC A%1L91T P9°Covéd- @B 13.  Expenses for Country-of-Origin
Investigation

The Commission shall require the
applicant to cover the costs incurred for
NTLENEAITD KPP T AL laboratory testing or  expert opinions

Pt oohée 9°Cavd MPI° PAoD-L necessary for goods that require country
of origin investigation.

ho9. - PhéT vic g°(Covd-

At ee T ATLLNLAITD 6P LT
PULOM - DFLTH=AT \,(:L’ he-Nm-
P TS =

e LG
?"},q‘(]{;‘}\‘» v 26\ ':: &'y ~:\L
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14. L @ ALAN 602 2T P9LAT PhéT 14, Non-Substitution of Export Proof of Origin
AIC “14917% OA eotht

A Binding Origin Information issued in
My  ovoolf  oowld PRAM g igin Aorhation
accordance with this directive cannot

aANILE PAL LT NeT WIC ovlR replace a proof of Origin issued for the
AP PTY L @A AooAh PILW T export of goods

VAN AIC 29217 Ath
AL TAI"::

15. ovavl P +4.999 2.0 N1 1LH 15. Effective Date of the Directive

This Directive shall enter into force as of

LY ovovldf N9V LLOEC . : . .
the date of its registration with the

Tor U NPT TLLNEC LVLIR Ministry of Justice and its publication on
Ag  htemint 3 P9 90§ the official website of the Ministry of
Revenues.
LGN
AL ANNE 27.2H.° 2018 4.9° Addis Ababa, May, 2026 G.C.

ALSAIP 110 AAL Ayinalem Nigussie Ali

PILTF “LunEC “LuhtC Minister, Ministry of Revenues
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